LO: To compare funeral rituals from different religions.

]
|

What happens when we die?

Learning Objective:
To undergtand how the death of a pergon ie marked and
commemorated in different religione and communities.

All living things eventually die.

Death ie a natural etage in the cycle of all life on Earth.
It is a part of life for everyone, and sormething that all living things,

plants and animals, have in cormmon. |! J

- Causes of death such as
diseases, serious ilnesses, If a living thing does
accidents, or in the case of &/ not die of these external
animals, being hunted are all factors, it will eventually

types of ‘external foctor’, die anyway. Why?

All living thinge will eventually die of old age if their death ig
not firet cauged by an external factor.

The cells which make up every part of a
plant or animal are constantly
reproduced and replaced throughout
the organism's lifetime. In old age, the
rate at which these cells are replaced
slows down, until the organs stop

working properiy.

!




In the United Kingdom, many people chooge burial.
The body is placed in a coffin and buried in the ground, usually
in a graveyard or rmemorial garden.

Sorre people choese to have
' ‘eco-friendly buridls. the body is
placed in a cardboard coffin
(which decormposes quickly)
| Insteoad of a gravestore, a tree
is often planted to rmark the
spot where the person is buried

Many people chooge cremation.

The body of the person who has died is burned cormpletely in a
special furnace, until only ash rermains. The ash Mmay be kept in
an urn, buried or scattered.

Organ/body donation.

Mang pi—lople choose to donate some of their organs, or their whole

body when they die. The organs may be used in an operation fo save
another person's life
o
Scientists and doctors can use donated bodies to learn how to
perform operations, o develop new surgery techniques and to find
cures tor diseases

 People can ensure that their

organs are donatfed by joining
the Organ Donor Register




What happens at funerale?
Fureral traditions, or funeral rites, can vary depending on whether the
person who has died was religous or not, and where in the world the
fureral fakes place

At a Jewish or Christion fureral
| serVice, people may sing hymns, say
| prayers, speak about the person's
life, read poerns or passages from
religious texts. They rmay also light
candles or ploce flowers at the grave.

raditions

around the world

Funeral t

In New Orleans, Louisiana,
there is a fradition of Jjozz
furerdls’ A jozz band leads

Mourners

through the streets. After the burial, the band play upbeat, lively
jaZZ music and mourners dance in the street os a way of

celebrating the life of the person who has died.

Funeral traditions

around the world

In some Balinese cremation services,
the body is placed inside an enormous
carved and painted wooden bull or
dragon. The wooden carving and the
body are burned in order to release the
soul of the person who has died.




Why are funeral rituals, traditions and ceremonies so important for many
people? How might they help people who have suffered a bereavement?

This week we are going to look at funeral rituals for different religions

Muglim Funeral
Traditione

Where pogeible, family members
try fo be at the side of & lowed
one at the time they die. They
will pray to Allsh for forgivenese.
Preparing the body

Family membere who are the

same gex a¢ the pereon who hag
died will prepare the body for
burial The body muet be buried
| 8¢ soon ag possible after death.
The body e washed at kadt
three timeg, dressed and
wrapped in white cloth. n the
United Kingdom, preparation of

the body ie often done by a
funeral director.

Funeral rituale

The body of the pereon who hag
died ia taken fo g moeque. There,
farnily, friende and cormunity
mernbere will pray for the person
who hag died. Traditionally, only
men attend the burial ceremony
which follows thie, howewr in
eome communities, women also
attend.

Burial

Traditionally, # ie preferred to
bury the body wrapped in 4
shroud, and not ingide & eoffin

However, in come placeg, thie ie
not alowed. Cremation ie not
permitted. The body ie buried on
te cide, or with the head turned
to face Mecca The grawe ie
nomnally marked with a simple
stone or plaque.

Mourning

After the burial, relatives obserwe
g period of mouming, during
which time they will pray. A
banquet ie held to remember the
person who hag died, and
relativee may viet the grave to
pray and recite paceages from
the Quran.
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Jewich Funeral
Traditione

When & Jewish person dies,
burial mugt oceur ae soon ag
poeeible, uwally within two fo
four daye of death. Funerale may
not be held on Shabbat
(Saturday) or on any other
Jewigh holiday.

Preparing the body

When & Jewish person dies,
relativee recite prayere and eay
gt the eide of the body, which
mugt not be kft abne undil it is
buried. The body ie washed and
wrapped in g white chroud. The

bodiee of Jewich malee may aleo
be wrapped in & prayer shauwl
caled a Hallt’. The body ie
placed in a gsimple wooden
cacket. Thie ie because # ie
important that the body ie
allowed to decompose naturally.

Funeral traditions

Special prayere are rectted and
there are readinge from the
Hebrew Bible. Relatives may give
eulogies, where they speak about
the person who hae died.
Traditionally, an #em of clothing
may be tom during the fureral
service. Thig represente the need

to exprees feelinge of grief_‘
Inetead of tearing clothing, a
black ribbon may be tom inetead.

Mourning

Relativee of the pereon who hae
died will light candles, and pray
ewery day for eewen daye They
will usually etay &t horne during
thie period, and gueste may
come to vigit them. Every year,
on the anniversary of & pereon’e
desth, a candle ie [ and a
special prayer called the
Moumer’e Kaddigh ie recited.



Roman Catholie Funeral
Traditione

Up urtil 1963, when the Vatican
permitted cremation, burial wag
the only type of funeml allowed.
The vigil

Brior to the main funeral service,
i i traditional for the body (in a
coffin, or cagket) to be kept in &
chapel or, occagionally, at the
horne of relatives A priest or g
chee relative will etay with the
body &t all timee, and vieitore are
inuited to come and pay their
reepects a¢ well ae pray for the
pereon who hag died. Before the

Buddhict Funeral Traditions

Buddhigt funeral ritee vary from
country to country. Families may
aleo hawe epecific traditione.
There are few ‘rulee’ about
funerale for Buddhiste, compared
to other religiong.

Preparing the body
The body of 5 Buddhigt pereon
who hag died ie nomally dreeced

in their eweryday clothee and
placed in a gimple cagket.

Cremation

Moet Buddhiete prefer
eremation, although burial ig

Choose 2 of these religions to compare their funeral rituals

coffin ie mowed to & church or
straight to the burial efte, & priet
may eprinkle holy water on and
around the coffin.

Funeral maee

Mage ia the name gien for a
Catholie religioue service where
an important rite takes place:
Euchariet. During Eucharist,
Catholice recite commande
Jeaus gave hig disciples at the
lagt supper, then they eat epecial
bread and drink wine which
repregent the body and blood of
Jesug Thie ie important because
it reminde Catholice of the Laset

permitted. Organ/body donation
i¢ aleo allowed.

Rebirth

Buddhiet believe that when a
percon diee, they are
reincamated, or ‘reborn’ in the
body of ancther living being. It ie
important that the body ie not
cremated for several houre after
death, to alow the oages of
reincamation to oceur. Tibetan
Buddhicte prefer to watt for up
to three daye before cremation.

Prayer and rituale

Before the eremation there may
be a eervice in a temple, where

Supper, which took place before )
Jesug’ death. The funeral maze ie
intended to help the  epirit of the
person who hae died on fe
pumey to heawen, and also to
provide cornfort for the bereaved.

Committal

Following a cervice in a chureh
or chapel, mourners gather
around the grave and pray
together. If the body of 4
Catholic who hae died ie
cremated, the aches are buried in
the came way that human
remaing are.

offeringe of flowere, food, water
or incense may be placed at
In eome Buddhist
cultures, family membere rmay

shrinee.

conduct a bathing ceremony,
where one hand of the perecn
who hag died ie ‘waghed’ with
water. Monke may lkead moumers
in chanting, or read Buddhict
texte. People may epend some
time eftting and reflecting quietly
on the [ife of the person who hag
died. FPeople try not to ery or
appear to be tfoo upset at
Buddhiet furerale, for fear of
upeetting the epirit of the person
who hae died.

You can set your work out in paragraphs, as lists of similarities and differences, a Venn
diagram or in whatever way you choose. Make sure you are clear about which two

religions you are comparing.



