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Physical and Human Geography in the UK

L.O To be able to identify physical and human geographical features of the 
United Kingdom.

S.C:

• Identify rivers

• Identify different terrains

• Identify different seas







Rivers

All rivers start at the highest point in an area. As the river flows 
downstream, it gains more water from other streams, rivers, springs, 
added rainfall, and other water sources.

A river is freshwater flowing across the surface of the land, usually to the 
sea. 

Rivers begin at their source in higher ground such as mountains or hills, 
where rain water or melting snow collects and forms tiny streams.



Rivers

When one stream meets another and they merge together, the smaller 
stream is known as a tributary. It takes many tributary streams to form a 
river.

Rivers flow in channels. The bottom of the channel is called the bed and 
the sides of the channel are called the banks.



Rivers

On a map, rivers are often represented 
through blue lines that run from their 
point down to the sea.

What other rivers can you see? 

Which sea does it run to?



The different colours are used to 
represent the terrain and how hilly/ 
mountainous it is.

These colours represent how far above 
sea level it is in that area of land.

What do you notice about the different 
countries?





Human Geography

Human geography deals with the study of people and their communities, 
cultures, economies and interactions with the environment. 

This means human geography can cover a wide range of topics including:
• Average salary
• Average age
• Type of farming
• Health issues
• Population trends
• Culture





Average salary map in England





Natural resources in the UK



Cattle in the UK

map


