LO: To explore scientific and religious explanations for how the
world began.

How do you
think the
world began?

The Big Bang Theory

Astronomers and scientists today believe that the
universe began around 14 billion years ago when an
extremely hot and dense bubble, even smaller than the
head of a pin, exploded sending all the matter and
energy contained in the bubble out in a huge blast. The
universe started getting bigger and bigger with 10
billion degree protons, neutrons and other particles
floating around space. Eventually, the temperature
cooled enough for the particles to combine to create
neutral atoms and matter.

The Big Bang theory was conceived
when scientists, such as Edwin
Hubble, noticed that other galaxies
were moving further away meaning that
the universe was expanding. This led
them to believe that at some point in
history there must have been a point
when everything was closer together.

What the Big Bang theory does not
explain is how or why the Big Bang
happened and what the universe was like
before this phenomenon began.




The Christian Creation Story

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The
earth was formless and empty. and darkness covered the deep
waters. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of
the waters.

Then God said. “Let there be light.” and there was light. And
God saw that the light was good. Then he separated the 1light
Tfrom the darkness. God called the light "day™ and the darkness
"might."

And evening passed and morning came, marking the Tirst day.
Then God said. “Let there be a space between the waters, to
separate the waters of the heavens Trom the waters of the
earth.” And that is what happened. God made this space to
separate the waters of the earth Trom the waters of the heavens.
God called the space “sky.” And evening passed and morning came,
marking the second day.

Then God said., “"Let the waters beneath the sky
flow together into onme place. so dry ground may
appear.”™ And that is what happened. God called
the dry ground “land” and the waters “seas.”
And God saw that it was good. Then God said.
“Let the land sprout with vegetation—every sort
of seed-bearing plant. and trees that grow
seed-bearing fruit. These seeds Will then
produce the kinds of plants and trees from
which they came.”™ And that is what happened.
The land produced vegetation—all sorts of seed-
bearing plants. and trees with seed-bearing
fruit. Their seeds produced plants and trees of
the same Kind. And God saw that it was good.
And evening passed and morning came., marking
the third day.

Then God said,., "Let 1Lights appear in the sky to separate the
day from the night. Let them mark off the seasons, days. and
years. Let these l1lights im the sky shine down on the earth.”™ And
that is what happened. God made two great lights—the larger one
to govern the day. and the smaller one to govern the might. He
also made the stars. God set these lights in the sky to Light
the earth., to govern the day and night. and to separate the
Tight from the darkness. And God saw that it was good.

And evening passed and morming came, marking the fourth dawy.
Then God said, "Let the waters swarm Wwith fish and other Llife.
Let the skies be Filled with birds of every kind."™ 5o God
created great sea creatures and every Lliving thing that scurries
and swarms in the water, and every sort of bird—each producing
offspring of the same kind. And God saw that it was good. Then
God blessed them, saying,., “Be fruitful and multiply. Let the
Fish Till the seas, and 1et the birds multiply on the earth.”™
And evening passed and morning came, marking the fifth day.

Then God said, “"Let the earth produce every sort of animal. each
producing offspring of the same kind—livestock. small amimals that
scurry along the ground, and wild animals.™ And that is what happened.
God made all sorits of wild animals. livestock. anmnd small amimals. each
able to produce offspring of the same kind. And God saw that it was
good .

Then God said. “"Let us make human beings in our image, to be like us.
They will reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky. the
Livestock, all the wild animals on the earth, and the small animals
that scurry along the ground.™

50 God created human beings in his own image.
In the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.

Then God blessed them and said. “"Be fruitful amnd multiply. Fill the
earth and govern it. Reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the
sky. and all the animals that scurry along the ground.™




Then God said. "Look! I have given you every seed-bearing
plant throughout the earth and all the fruit trees for your
food. And I have given every green plant as food for all the

wild animals. the birds in the sky, and the small animals that
scurry along the ground—everything that has life.” And that 1s
what happened.
Then God locked over all he had made. and he saw that 1t was
very good!

And evening passed and morning came, marking the sixth day.

S50 the creation of the heavens and the earth and everything in
them was completed. On the seventh day God had finished his
work of creation, so he rested from all his work. And God
blessed the sewventh day and declared i1t holy., because 1t was
the day when he rested from all his work of creation.

This 1s the account of the creation of the heavens and the

earth.

Can only one of these explanation be right or could
both be true?

Lots of Christians believe that the

creation story related in Genesis

is actually Eyﬁbnlic and that God's What dD }"DU
creation of the world may have

taken a lot longer than seven days.
In fact. the man who was the

originator of the Big Bang theory.
Georges Lemaitre, was a Roman

Catholic priest. He thought the Big
Bang theory supported the Christian
belief that the universe was created
by God Trom nothing. Other
Christians believe that the
biblical account of God"s creation
of the world is accurate.

There are lots of other creation stories from many different
cultures around the world.

What do you believe?
Choose one of the following activities to complete;

e Compare the Big Bang theory and the Christian creation story -
how are they similar/different?

e Werite an explanation about your beliefs about creation.

e Research and report on different creation stories from around
the world (e.g. Aborigine, Chinese, Native American).

e Werite your own creation story (this could be based upon an
existing story as long as it is in your own words).



