YEAR 5 GOLD FRIDAY ACTIVITY

An extract from Jazz Harper: Space Explorer

MARS YEAR 84

Nearly twenty Mars wyears ago, the extraordinary story of two
children who discovered life on Mars heralded the beginning of
a new era for the Marineris Colony and all humans living and

working on the Red Planeat.

Now, after many years, researchers have uncovered documents
from the Marinerig archives which shed new light on the

discovery and the events that led to it.

Those documents are published here together for the first time.

What follows is a story like no ather.., g

28™ Mmj 2060
Dear Brand-New Diary of Adventure,

Todqﬂ WS ouy vbrrj lact vicit to Gvan bc,fore, our e:]oflc,
mission to Mars. Mum and | travelled there on the air
tram, like veal. Did you_kcnon that air trams Hravel
veally, veally fast? | looked it up on the map app on my
webspectucles as we Sped over the tall fonwer blocks
and green parks. At one. point, we jaf vp.To 1“??th_’

| asked Mum if that’s how fast we'll be JrYanI'fin_:}
fhr*ov_r]h Space. She <id that the rocket will be much
faster — over Mﬁ‘hj thovsand miles pex howr!

Teventy thousand! That’ meqa-fast. That¥ stomach-
churning, brain-melting fact. Sometimes, when we e
on the aiv tram, | play games fo make the journey
more. fun. Today, | imagined that | was a Space pilof,
Speeding through the galay, Ovside the windens,
stars and plancts zoomed past, blurving into streaks of
light. An alicn Spaceship approached with lasers beaming
but | wug ready fo 2ap it info another dimengion ag Soon
as it ﬂof‘ info range.






world! What | wouldn't 34'1.&:. to be c.,qmin3 with Tu.“ Gran
suid that she had made vS g proper meal fo send v off.
“There'll be lean pickings in space;” she caid. “No cheese, no
meat, no chocolate fudge cake..

Mum pointed ovt that the technicians on Mar< make. 3&9;1.
fﬂb-ﬂvawn beef, and | said that we'll eat inseets becavse
thatc what 'fhr/ﬂ‘m fnrminj[ ovt there.

“I've caten plenty of insects in my time,” said Gran. “They
were deliciovs when deep fried in Sneet-and—sour Savee.
Ll gend you my recipe, Shall [? Did | ever fell you. abovt the
time when | ate foasted rhinoceros beetles in the Amazon
vainforesty”

NOW ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS, REMEMBER TO THINK ABOUT YOUR STRATEGIES, HAVE YOU
PICKED THE TEXT APART? DO YOU UNDERSTAND WHAT THE QUESTION IS ASKING YOU? HAVE YOU CIRCLED THE
QUESTION WORD AND UNDERLINED THE KEY WORDS?



Questions

1. Look at the first section of the text. From where were the documents uncovered?

2. The first section ends with the line: “What follows is a story like no other..."
What effect is this designed to have upon the reader?

3. What does Jazz use her webspectacles for?

To see better To go faster To look up To imagine aliens
information

4. Find and copy a phrase which suggests that Mum and Jazz typically use the same means
of transport to visit Gran.

5. How can you tell that this story is set in the future? Give two reasons or examples.

6. What does Mum imagine about alien life forms on Mars?

7. Jazz describes the speed of travelling through space as “stomach-churning”. What does
this suggest about the way it makes her feel?




10,

What impression do you get of the relationship between Mum and Jazz? Support your
answer with evidence.

Describe some of the food that will or will not be available in space, according to Gran.

What impression do you get of Gran's character? Use evidence to support your answer,







