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Tenses

Step 3: Recognising Past 

Perfect Form
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Introduction

Underline all the past tense verbs in the passage below.

Lucie finished the report on climate change in 

Australia and submitted it for her manager to 

review. She turned off the computer, gathered 

all the empty mugs from the desk and slowly 

rose from her chair. As she walked towards the 

kitchen, she heard a creak from under one of 

the desks behind her. 
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Varied Fluency 1

Tick the verb which is written in the past perfect form.

had arrived

was laughing

falls

have shaken
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Varied Fluency 2

Circle the auxiliary verb which should be used in the sentence 

below.

Due to their car breaking down, they _________ bought a new one.

have has had
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Varied Fluency 3

True or false? The sentence below is written in the past perfect form. 

Until their dad arrived home, the children were being 

very boisterous.
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Varied Fluency 3

True or false? The sentence below is written in the past perfect form. 

Until their dad arrived home, the children were being 

very boisterous.

False; the past perfect form has not been used. 
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Varied Fluency 4

Read the passage below. Underline the verbs in the past perfect 

form. 

When they had reached the bus stop, they only had a few minutes 

until their bus arrived. Although it was going to be a short journey, 

Mum had brought lots to keep everyone entertained. Before long 

they had arrived at their destination and had jumped down off the 

bus.
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